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Recommendations of the Working Group on Maritime Counter Piracy
and Mitigation Operations (renamed Operations at Sea, WGOPS)

Prepared by the CGPCS Secretariat

I. Overview & Background

The Working Group met on the 5th of July, one day ahead of the 20th plenary of the CGPCS. In
absentia of UAE, the meeting was chaired by the Government of Seychelles, supported by
India as the secretariat.

The Working Group discussed a paper titled “Reviving the Working group on Maritime
Counter Piracy and Mitigation Operations” prepared by the CGPCS Secretariat. The paper
reconstructed the history and achievements of the Working Group, suggested that in the light
of the recent increase in pirate activity the group is ever more important and laid out a range
of items for the agenda of the group. The Working group also received updates from
participants, in particular the shipping industry, Russia and ISWAN.

II. Key Outcomes and Recommendations

Continuing the work

Participants agreed following the proposal and considering the recent level of pirate activity
that the Working Group plays an important role in the counter-piracy structure and should be
maintained.

The WG’s Role in threat assessment

Participants debated how the WG can play a role in monitoring the situation at sea drawing
on the basis of the threat assessments provided by countries, the Regional and International
Forces/Bodies and/or initiatives and the risk assessment of the shipping industry.

Participants agreed that the WG has an important role in assessing the threat and the risks in
the region and that its recommendations should inform any decisions of the CGPCS chair,
including potentially the decision whether to organize a plenary should CGPCS participants
aim at a conditions-based plenary.
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Additional agenda items

It was agreed that in addition the agenda of the Working Group should include the items
further detailed in the proposal paper, namely

- to remain informed on the progress of the International Maritime Organization (IMO)
to consider improved oversight and regulation of floating armories.

- to promote information sharing between Regional Member States, National Law
enforcement agencies and the shipping industry with the support of relevant
stakeholders such as IOC though the Regional Program to Promote Maritime Security
(MASE)  as well as the agencies involved in the Djibouti Code of Conduct (DCOC)
process.

- to raise awareness for the role of the Western Indian Ocean region in constructing
the successful Maritime Situation Awareness (MSA) systems and maintaining the
critical legacy systems such as UK Maritime Trade Operations (UKMTO) and Maritime
Security Centre-Horn of Africa (MSCHOA) together with a cooperation framework
with stakeholders such as Independent deployers, Shared Awareness and
Deconfliction (SHADE), European Union Naval Forces (EUNAVFOR), United Nations
Office on Drugs and Crimes (UNODC) and OBP.

- To work closely with the shipping industry in promoting counter-piracy measures
(such as Best Management Practices) and seafarer groups formulating guidelines for
seafarers’ welfare, especially for kidnapped seafarers and their families with the
support of the Trust Fund to Support the Initiatives of States Countering Piracy off the
Coast of Somalia (UN Trust Fund), as part of the existing CGPCS Hostage Support
Partnership that is being led by Oceans Beyond Piracy (OBP).

- In addition, participants agreed that the Working Group should also make efforts to
explore the inter-linkages between piracy and other maritime threats and how
synergies in the response can be achieved.

Housekeeping

The chair proposes to rename the group as “Operations at Sea” for easier communication.

The proposal of Seychelles and India to take over the responsibility as co-chairs was warmly
welcomed.

The Co-Chairs of the Working Group plan to organize a meeting within the next twelve
months.


